Shannon Quimby’s R.E.X. House:

How to Reuse Everything by Saving It.
Shannon Quimby, one of the nation’s top renew-it experts, attempts the 

biggest reuse project of her career – infusing 100% of an old dilapidated 

house into a new construction project

Portland, OR – Shannon Quimby frequently heard her grandmother espouse the benefit of “save it, everything has use.”  It’s a lesson that has shaped Shannon Quimby into one of this country’s top renew-it experts.  Now, Shannon takes on the biggest re-use (or save it) challenges of her career – recycling an entire old home into a new home construction project.  Entitled the R.E.X. House (Re-use Everything eXperiment) over the next few months, Shannon will attempt to reuse everything from the old house into the new home.
Imagine taking an old, dilapidated house, one with a crumbling foundation, rotting floors, crusty windows, stinking carpet, rusty water heater and old kitchen appliances and attempting to find a use for this disaster.  Shannon Quimby is up to the task.   Quimby can literally take any old item and make it into something useable for the home or garden.  This ability has not gone unnoticed by HGTV, book authors and talk show hosts.  Quimby will salvage old light bulbs for a Holiday Wreath, a bowling ball for party centerpiece, door knobs for candle holders, old books for ornate shelving and screen door materials for gift tags – the list goes on and on.  This ability to find use for just about anything has led her to one conclusion – “don’t dump the junk!”

In the case of the R.E.X. House project – she had no intention of dumping the junk (house); instead she is working with the leaders in the “green” movement to find solutions.   The most important find was Green Hammer, Inc. with contractor – Stephen Aiguier.  “Green Hammer has the most knowledge and background in green construction techniques, utilizing reclaimed materials and current energy efficiency mandates,” noted Quimby.

The Rex House Project is located in the quaint Westmoreland neighborhood of Portland, Oregon.  Shannon Quimby’s REX House project is one of her Q-Renew projects.  Recognized as one of the country’s top Renew-It experts, Quimby has been an HGTV star, is a published author, and is currently a national speaker for the design/education community and a favorite at home & garden shows around the region.
The area’s Top Sustainable Companies Lend an Important Hand.

Key Companies Involved in the R.E.X. House Project

The Re-Building Center’s Deconstruction Services.  The old Rex Street house had to be taken apart nail by nail and stored. “They lovingly deconstruct a home, neatly organize the materials and nothing is thrown away,” noted Quimby.  “It’s actually more cost effective to deconstruct than demolish a home.”  The entire former home is now contained in two storage shipping containers (the kind ships use) parked right on the street.  When it’s time – the material will be used to build the new home.  An important note – The Rebuilding Center is a non-profit organization so a home owner can also donate the deconstructed materials and receive a tax credit – extending the savings.

ProGrass.  In order to execute the landscape designs a contractor with extensive knowledge in saving and keeping plants was required.  ProGrass, with their background in horticulture, was instrumental in transplanting the 30 foot trees and all the remaining vegetation, moving them and (hopefully) saving them through winter (spring will tell). “We were able to retain part of the neighborhood history,” said Quimby.  Additionally, the property was surrounded by a thick hedge of non-native laurel bushes – all diseased and dying – the branches were saved and will be used artistically for garden furniture and fencing and the rest is now mulch for landscaping on the property. One of the more interesting and fun landscape features will be a Dog-O-Let (outdoor flushing dog toilet) allowing Quimby to flush away waste from the family pet.

Aspen Siding & Windows:  This Northwest leader is one of Oregon’s most experienced commercial and residential installers and is providing all the exterior siding installation, siding, painting, window and trim installation.  Additionally, they will be installing the chimney. 

ecohaus.  For more than a decade ecohaus (formerly Environmental Building Supplies) has been on the forefront of solving problems for customers seeking sustainable and responsible ways to choose interior finishes for their homes. Their definition of quality requires them to look at what happens over the entire life of a product. How is it made and by whom? Is it a healthy addition to a home that will give service for years?  Is it a product that supports responsible use of resources and helps the economy from which it came? What will happen to it when it is no longer needed? By asking these questions and then discussing goals and budgets with their customers, they can help find the best products for each situation.  ecohaus is supplying the interior needs of the R.E.X. House.

Green Hammer, Inc.. Considered one of the top “green” builders in the country – located in Portland, Oregon, Green Hammer is as much innovator as construction company – led by Stephen Aiguier – his team’s challenge is to find as much use for the former Rex Street home that has been deconstructed as well as install as much energy efficiency, sustainable practices and infuse sustainable materials into the new construction process. 

Sierra Pacific Windows and Doors

Sierra Pacific has joined with other private landowners across North America in voluntarily adopting the standards set by the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) program We have developed a one hundred year plan for managing our forests to provide the wood products consumers rely on while maintaining fish and wildlife habitat, soil stability and water quality.

NW Natural.  There is no other store like it in Portland.  Offering “everything gas" from fireplaces, kitchen appliances, grills, tankless water heaters, and more, the Appliance Center was a great match for> the REX House. With it's great assortment of home appliances, experiences staff and qualified installers it was a sound choice that made the selection and installation of kitchen appliances and fireplaces, a smooth process.

Paintegrity.   Focused on 100% earth friendly products and service, Paintegrity is committed to a higher standard of health and life.  The Paintegrity crew comes into every home environment looking for ways to minimize environmental impact – utilizing low VOC paints and uncompromising service.  Paintegrity will be providing all paint contract work for the R.E.X. House Project.

Earth Advantage (Green Building certification provider)
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ADDITIONAL COMPANIES INVOLVED
Taylor Metal, Inc. (installation and materials of recycled metal roofing)

Jacobs Heating and Air Conditioning (Carrier HVAC supplier and fullinstallation)

*Standard Supply Company (supplier of faucets, and tubs)

*Abode Design (Kitchen and Bath Designs)

*Demilec (Spray Foam Insulation supplier)

*NW Foam Home (Spray Foam istallation)

*Beriault Entertainment Marketing (REX Project marketing)

*Gregg and Ellis Landscape Designs (our landscape designers)

*The Rebuilding Center (deconstruction of original house)

*Prevent Tech NW (Mold and Mildew prevention application, materials and installation)

*Endurawood (kitchen island countertop and entertainment center creation and installation)

*Green Hammer Construction (Made farm table and coffee tables and Project Mentor)

*Puji Sherer (Artist of window art)

*Ann Elsenbach (Metal artist of "the Toast")

*Moulding and Millwork (supplier of interior window and door trim)

*Architects: Laura Migliori and Peter Brevig

*Spitball Media (REX Project website design, video, and maintenance)

*         Blue Water Equity (financial advisory for the R.E.X. Project)

*Johnson Creek Rentals (machinery for the foundation process)

*Nu Art (tile and countertop installation)

*Dennis and Company, Inc. (Cabinet maker and installer)

*DRUWWOD (cabinet installation)
*Dave Case (Cement)

*Amber Dawn Design (all signage and marketing materials)

*Cridland Photography (documenting the entire process)

*Yolo Colorhouse (supplying no VOC paint for inside of the home)

*OnQ (electronic supplier)

*S&H Landscape Supplies and Recycling (grinding left over wood and construction materials)

*Woodcrafters Lumber Sales, Inc. (supplier of some interior and exterior finish materials)

*James Ray Arnold (framing and Finish Carpentry)

*Dotzenrod Construction (onsite crushing of former  foundation - now base gravel for site)

*Lakeside Lumber (Exterior Siding Materials)

*Old Portland Hardware (providing hardware and lighting)

*Black Cat Plumbing (plumbing services)

*LOVEIT (sewer services)

*Earth Advantage (Certification of REX House)

*Advanced Tech Solutions, Inc.  (Installation of Low voltage)

*Village Green Arborists (built Treehouse)

*Best Overhead Door, LLC (builder and installer of garage door)

*American Roofing Recyclers (recycled our roofing materials

*Willamette Roofing (Decking sealent installation)

*Kemper Drywall (Supplier and installer of Drywall)

*Fabulous Floors (Floor Installation)

*Full House Electric (Electrician)

*Wild Wood Designs (garden furniture)

*Parr Lumber (framing materials)

*Clifton Metal Works (garden arbors from salvage metal from former house)

