shannon's corner

Bright Lights

In Shannon Quimby's
clever hands, old
bedsprings convert
to delightful dangling
containers.

Helle Friends,

There's a story behind these bedspring
lanterns. The tale starts like most of my
project-oriented sagas. Once upon a time,
[ found myself at a neighbor’s garage sale.
A box of iron spiral shapes drew my eye. [
asked my neighbor what they were, and she
responded, “Bedsprings—I knew you'd buy
them. You probably already know what to do
with them!™

Although I didn’t have a clue what to do with
them, I hauled them home to my workshop.
The 50-odd pieces became a pile amidst many
piles of strange-shaped objects. They sat,
fargotten, for a few months until my 2-year
old son, Chase, and I started playing around
with them. We wore them as hats, pretended
LIH'_"If' were binoculars and ju.sl: _iugglr:d them
about. And then inspiration struck—I'd make
them into wind chimes,

Unfortunately, the wind chime thing didn't
work out {the jingly pieces hid the spring’s
coiled shape), but when I turned them upside
down, inspiration struck again. How about
holders? Yeah, thev'd male great holders!

I delved into two other of my piles—old
gleaming beads and discounted floral-shop
vases—and, with the help of my

girltriends, these kicky wired -

candleholders were born.

The moral of this story is one
that 1 live by, “Leave no piece of
interesting junk untouched

play around with it long enough
and great ideas will come.” It's
true that one’s man trash is
another’s treasure—a source of
many do-it-yourself pleasures!
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Shannon Quimby is a design expart for (2nd reguiar guest
on} HE TS Countoy Shvle show and owns Quimiog’s Arts &
Antiques in Portland, Oregon, whare she showcases har
Linigue creations. The artist—known for turning ardinany
things into extracrdinary designs—happély shares her
Tried-and-trues projects with our readers.






