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Craft a
Cottage
arden
Getaway

Create a special seating area
in your garden by building an
arbor from an old garage door.

Hello Friends,

My neighbors recently tore down their
two-car garage and gave me the garage
doors as an early birthday present (or
so I'd like to think). 1 used one pair to
replace my garage doors and saved the
other for a future project.

[L turns out a great idea wasn't far
away. My husband and I were in the

midst of our own remodel, and recycled

building materials were piling up. Soon
I had enough odds and ends to build an
enchanted arbor complete with pulled-
out basement beams for overhead cross-
beams, old porch spindles for arms, front
porch steps for cozy seats, and stripped-
down exterior siding and old baseboards
for large and small window boxes.

[ painted the arbor white and put it in
my garden. My neighbors often comment
that their old garage doors look better in
my vard than they did in theirs—wonder
what they'll give me next year!

Shannon Quimby is & design
expert often featurad on HGTY'S
Country Syle and she appears
regularly as a decorating guru on |
KIDIN-TV, rased in her hometown
of Portland, Oregon. Want to
contact Shannon? E-mail her at
quimbysartiques@comecastnet.

Build an Arbor
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Motch 2 % & crossbeams to fit over tops of garage doors
to form the arbor's structure, Stack four 2 % 6 boards and
mark cuter edges of notches 18 inches fram ends, and
then measue in the thickress of the doarand mark inner
edges. (My doors wera 2 inches thick, so | ast notches 2
inches wide by 2 inches deep) Square marks across edges
of stacked boards and cut notches with jigsaw, cutting
away your marks sothe notches fit snuglhy over door tops,
If desired, cut decorative ends on beams, Before assem-
Bly, prime all surfaces, especially notch and end grain of
boards. Apgly two coats of exterior white primer,

Fit notched crossbeamis atend of one door, and then have
a partner hold other door upright and fit other notched
ends With all crosshearns fitted, set arbor in place and ad-
just doors tovertical and beams to borizontal with alewel
Prechill four decorative corner brackets and mount with 2°
screws at intersection of doors and outer crossbeams.

Taobtain bench langth, measure door width and subtract
& inches. Bench ends will end an door's stiles, or vertical
frarne, which is a more secure spot for drilling and attach-
ing benches to doors, Cut two 2 x 12 seats to this length,
then cut four 1643" bench legs from remaining length.
Rip each bench leg 1% narrower than the seats to al-
low benches to overhang. Mount berich legs flush with
inner edge of cuter door frame, predrilling and driving
3" screws through backs of door frames into legs. Certer
bench seats atop legs, and pradrill and mount seats, driv-
ing screws fram back of doors into seats and then down
through seats into bench legs,

[ create anmirests, saw spindles inte matching 8" lengths
Space spindles evenly at ends of seats and toe nall,
angling 2" screws through spindle bases into seat directly






